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authors consider every venereal infection; but not every venereal infection 
is necessarily syphilitic. Furthermore, it is a familiar observation that 
just the milder forms of infection, cases without or very mild secondary 
symptoms, are mostly liable to be followed by tabes. Lastly, the patho¬ 
logical findings in tabes are quite unlike all the other pathological pre¬ 
sentations of the syphilitic infection, With all this the percentage of 
non-syphilitic cases of tabes gets yet iarger. 

According to Strumpell the pathological character of tabes is allied 
to degenerations following other acute or chronic infections or intoxica¬ 
tions. These degenerations, too, do not prevent the characters of the 
original exciting disease. Through the influence of the infection, chem¬ 
ical poisons arise, which, like others, show distinctly elective qualities. 

With the aid of this theory we vainly attempt to explain the 
pathology of the cases not having any relation with syphilis. 

Unitarians and dualists are both wrong. The author belies that ve¬ 
nereal infections in general, and especially syphilitic infection, are caused 
by several poisons, either vaccinated at the moment of the infection, or 
created later in the course and through the development of the disease. 
One poison causing the primary sclerosis, might lead to secondary and 
tertiary symptoms ; another poison, acting either at the moment of the 
infection, or originating later, results in a morbid disposition—changes 
in the blood. After a short or longer interval of time, spontaneously or 
after a slight exciting cause, a degeneration of the nervous system might 
set in as a sequelae of the morbid condition left behind. Degenerations 
of the nervous system caused by ergotism or pellagra are analogous 
phenomena. 

If we can prove that trauma or refrigeration is liable to produce 
similar changes themselves or fertilize the organism for the action of the 
supposed poison, traumatic tabes can be pathologically understood. 

Unless this is proved tabes following traumatism is yet an open 

question. FRAENKEL. 1 

CLINICAL. 

Glio-Sarcoma of the Cerebellum. —P. de Michele (Annali di 
Neurologia , 1894, p. 227). 

A male, 16 years old ; no syphilis ; no alcoholism ; no tobacco. 
One aunt epileptic. In January, 1892, the patient had an attack charac¬ 
terized by general fatigue, slight headache and slight fever, lasting 
about four days, which was called “influenza” by the attending phys¬ 
ician. A week afterwards he began to have attacks of vomiting. They 
occurred before breakfast; and were accompanied by headache. These 
symptoms were associated with dyspepsia, exhaustion from the least 
amount of work, pain in the upper part of the dorsal region and pain in 
the upper extremities with violent exacerbations, which were relieved 
temporarily by the cautery applied to neck. 

Further, the patient uttered loud yells without noticing it. Later, 
pain in the lower extremities, the headache localized itself in the parieto¬ 
temporal region of the right side. At this time examination revealed 
sensorium free, legs normal, innervation of face normal. Strabismus 
convergens of left eye. Bilateral neuritis optica with beginning atrophy 
of disc. Inco-ordination of movements of the tongue. Sense of taste 
on right side of tongue impaired in the anterior part. Scoliosis of the 
whole vertebral column with convexity to the right ; head inclined to 
the left so that the whole body formed a curve with convexity to the 
right. The muscular power of all extremities diminished, muscles show 
lessened response to galvanic and faradic currents. General impairment 
of nutrition, especially marked in upper extremities. In the last months 
before death, sense of hearing impaired on both sides. Shortly before 
death paraplegia without sensory disturbances Date of death not stated. 
The autopsy revealed the presence of a glio-sarcoma at the base of the 
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brain, in the thalamus optici, velum posterior, and chiefly in the vermis 
inferior cerebelli. The neoplasm gave the character of a gradual 
invasion into the nervous substance, forming small groups of the patho¬ 
logical cellular elements, from which again noduli of various sizes are 
formed. 

The author concludes that: 

1. The glio-sarcomata can clinically manifest themselves by a 
course of disease similar to that of a chronic inflammatory process. 

2. Their clinical manifestation and their histological structure 
make it probable that they are of infectious origin. 

3. The most important diagnostic symptoms for localization of a 

process in the vermis inferior of the cerebellum are : (a) lateral curva¬ 

ture of the vertebral column ; ( 6 ) progressive weakness of the extrem¬ 
ities; (c) general hypotrophia ; (1 i) unconscious yelling or screaming. 

ONUF. 

Treatment of Epilepsy. — Moeli ( Therapeutische Monatshefte, 
September, 1894). 

In patients in whom the course of the epilepsy is not benefited by 
the use of bromides the author has used atropine for the past three 
years. The number of cases in which he has used it is thirty-seven, of 
which four were excluded as not being cases of genuine epilepsy. The 
dose of atropine, T Jjy of a grain twice a day, is kept up for a period of 
from seven to eight weeks. During the administration of the atropine 
the bromides are continued. In about a third of the cases the beneficial 
effects of the combined therapy could be seen both in the decrease of the 
number of the attacks and a lessening of their severity. In two men and 
three women the attacks were stopped for several weeks, although pre¬ 
vious to that time a much larger daily quantity of bromide had not suc¬ 
ceeded in causing so good a result. J. C. 

Notes on Hypnotics. —McCraig, (Med. and Surg. Reporter, 
February 16, 1895). 

McCraig reports a number of cases, including acute delirious mania, 
chronic melancholia, acute melancholia and approaching climacteric, in 
which the absence of sleep called for remedial measures. He obtained 
good results with sulfonal (20 to 60 grains) and trional (15 to 40 grains). 
In two cases in which sulfonal had been administered in doses respec¬ 
tively of 60 and 30 grains, retention of urine followed, necessitating 
catheterization. Craig considers these drugs, in some measure, ideal 
hypnotics. MEIROWITZ. 

Gold as a Therapeutic Agent. —Walling (Med. and Surg. 
Reporter, January 26, 1895). 

The author refers to Gobert, Fdr£ and Shteherback as finding the 
bromide of gold decidedly more powerful in its effects upon the nervous 
centres than the bromides of sodium and potassium. Combined with 
arsenic, the bromide of gold exerts its profoundest effect. Waller has 
used in locomotor ataxia and kindred affection a solution containing the 
tribromide of gold and the oxybromide of arsenic, ten drops of which 
represented of a grain of the tribromide of gold and ^ of a grain of 
the oxybromide of arsenic. In several cases of epilepsy this solution 
has proved to be more efficacious than any other drug. Walling finds it 
useful in the fibrillary twitchings of some spinal affects : it restores tone 
in nervous condition, and has a most marked effect on rheumatism. In 
doses of seven to ten drops, it is beneficial on sexual debility. It also 
acts well in sciatica and other neuralgias. MEIROWITZ. 



